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Synopsis

This book pays careful attention to applications of game theory in a wide variety of disciplines. The
applications are treated in considerable depth. The book assumes only high school algebra, yet
gently builds to mathematical thinking of some sophistication. Game Theory and Strategy might
serve as an introduction to both axiomatic mathematical thinking and the fundamental process of
mathematical modelling. It gives insight into both the nature of pure mathematics, and the way in

which mathematics can be applied to real problems.
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Customer Reviews

| found this book to be a very enjoyable read, covering the most interesting ideas in game theory
and how they have impacted on other sciences from biology to sociology.Almost no mathematical
knowledge is required, because the text focuses on the ideas not the math.Even if you want to learn
about Game Theory including the mathematical foundation, | recommend to read this book first. It

will wet your appetite for Game Theory and show the breath of ideas and applications.

This book is designed to be easy to read. Mathematical maturity is almost irrelevant. This is a book
written by a good mathematician, about how society, not mathematics. It is rare that a
mathematician can write well about such a topic. Dr. Straffin did it very well. One might almost think
that he is an English professor who is "translating” what a mathematics professor is lecturing.
Moreover, Dr. Straffin is not lecturing how social scientists should conduct their studies. Instead, he

is sharing his "mathematical lens" with the audience to view this world. After reading this book, one



who has little experience with mathematics should feel that mathematics is not dry, dull and
meaningless. The author is trying to show us with examples that mathematics is not only about
particles, rockets and other "dead boring things." Mathematics is a tool for us understand this world,

the part of the world with human beings in the story.

| read a couple of books on game theory. This is one of the better books... but it also has one small
advantage... it's small. | carry it almost everywhere and read its short chapters (another advantage)
without getting too tired. It's also quite difficult to get tired reading the book as the author keeps his

explanations fairly simple, lively, and to the point.A good spread of topics and examples too!

| planned to do a talk on the subject of the mathematics of a particular game, called Snood, and |
had to learn Game Theory quickly to do so. This book explains things well, and the exercises, while
easy enough to do in my head, still cement everything very well so that | can honestly say that |

have a solid understanding of the subject even though | just picked up a single book.Very good.

This is a good first book about game theory for those who are not afraid of math but not
mathematically inclined. The book is full of math but the simple explanations and the way the author
builds up to the theory makes it simple to follow.| actually bought this copy for my library. | had used

this book in college but had borrowed that copy from a friend.

Great introduction to Game Theory and rational thinking. The first part of the book is stellar, and is
one the best written introductions I've read on the subject. The second part however, bogged me

down with too much Math and numbers for my taste, and I'm an engineer! Individually I'd give the
first part a 5/5 stars, and the second part of the book 2/5 stars.
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